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Pittsfield, New Hampshire—The Gem of the Suncook Valley
Liz Dimmick & Bill Provencal, co-editors

The Historical Society, as noted in the previous newsletter, has
honored many notable people from Pittsfield in the Hall of Fame
at the museum. Many, but not all, were prominent men who domi-
nated Pittsfield’s history. One outstanding woman in Pittsfield’s
history is Georgianna Butters (Drake) Carpenter. Although her
maiden and last name are well known in Pittsfield through her
father and husband, she was an active person and philanthropist
in her own right.

Born on January 15, 1836, she was the daughter of Colonel
James and Betsey (Seavy) Drake. On September 1, 1859, she
married Josiah Carpenter, who worked as a cashier at the Pitts-
field Bank.

The couple moved to Manchester, in March 1877, where Mr. Car-
penter organized the Second National Bank of Manchester and
the Merchants Savings Bank.

Mrs. Carpenter was an active member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, serving as State Regent from 1895 to 1901.
During her regency, 14 additional chapters were organized
throughout the state. She was also a charter member of the Colo-
nial Dames of America, as the corresponding secretary between
1913 -1916 and later as the historian.

In honor of her husband, who died in 1913, Mrs. Carpenter donated funds for the construction of a brick gym-
nasium at the Holderness Academy and established a scholarship fund.

Although Mrs. Carpenter spent much time away from her hometown, she never forgot it. In 1901, she and her
husband donated funds for the town library. An innovative building in its time, it was designed by the re-
nowned architect, William Butterfield. It contains fireproof stacks and is made of brick, Concord granite and
Indiana sandstone. This building, the Josiah Carpenter Library, is an attractive addition to the town.

In 1917, Mrs. Carpenter and her brother, Nathaniel Seavey Drake, gave Pittsfield a 13-acre athletic field:
Drake Field. This field, along the river, remains in constant use today: athletic events, tennis courts, play-
ground, and site of Balloon Rally and Old Home Day events and activities.

A biographer summarized her life as “a lady of fine mental capacity and attainments, endowed with the graces
and virtues essential to a true womanhood, and at home alike in the social as well as the domestic circle.”



Victory Workers 4-H Club

Have you ever wondered what our local 4-H club is all about? Perhaps what hap-
pens there, what skills are taught, or how it came to be? If so, the Pittsfield Histori-
cal Society’s October program is for you!

Please join us on Wednesday, Oct. 11, as the Victory Workers 4-H Club tells the
story about its long-standing history of the 80-year-old club. Ruth Kimball, mother
to Pittsfield natives, Corine Miller and Carolyn Davis, founded the Victory Workers.
Thanks to them, we have access to so many treasured memories.

We will hear from them, from our current youth club members, and other guests to
18 UsC 707 tell you the story.

This program is free and open to the public. See you there!

Wednesday, October 11
7 pm
Pittsfield Historical Society
4 Oak Street

Thank You, Elaine and Jonas Glidden!

Many thanks to Jonas and Elaine Glidden as they took us down memory lane at Pittsfield Middle High
School. At a recent program, Jonas and Elaine recounted many stories—funny, poignant, and revealing—
about their teaching days at PMHS from the early ‘70s to 2005. The reason manual typewriters were located
in the middle of the room, while the newer electric ones faced the walls. (The electric typewriters needed an
electrical outlet.) The various school trips and the escapades that weren’t told when they returned. The gen-
erosity of the townspeople and local businesses. And the first exchange student to visit Pittsfield.

Thank you, Jonas and Elaine. It was fun to relive and laugh at our former selves.




Balloon Rally’s Craft

Once again, the Pittsfield Historical Society sponsored the Craft Fair for Pittsfield’s 41°' annual hot air balloon
rally, and it was a huge success. There were 30 crafters at the event, which was held on Saturday, August 5, in
Drake Field. Crafters came from far and wide, including from numerous towns in New Hampshire, as well as
Maine, Vermont, and Massachusetts.

The range of items available for purchase was impressive. Everything from jewelry, carved wood sculptures, ba-
by quilts, quilted table toppers and placemats; handmade holiday ornaments; condiments, spices, and local hon-
ey; fresh cut flowers; string art; minerals and gemstones and so much more.

While there were a few crafters there for the first time, most of them were repeat visitor vendors. One gentleman
commented that this was his third year at the Pittsfield Balloon Rally, he said, “I love it here, my wife and | have
been crafting for over 15 years. This one is our favorite events. The Historical Society volunteers do an excellent
job organizing everything for our comfort. Last year, it was very hot, | got heat stroke and the Society volunteers
took outstanding care of me. We plan to return next year.”

Another crafter, Katrina Phair, from Lisbon Falls, Maine, was so impressed with how delightful her experience
was that she donated one of her beautiful string art pieces to the Historical Society — a lovely piece depicting a
hot air balloon, using antique maps of Pittsfield as a background.

It was a fun and successful event for the crafters.

M. P. Christakos
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Thanks to all the volunteers who helped to make this a fun and successful event. Organization of the craft fair
has become a major fundraising event for the Society.



And the Winnerlls...

The winner of the 50/50 raffle is Paul Perkins! The drawing was held September 13 at the conclusion of the
Gliddens’ presentation of fond school memories.

Paul was in Pittsfield to attend the All Class Reunion during Old Home Day. Thank you, Paul, for supporting
the Pittsfield Historical Society. The yearly raffle is a major fundraiser for the society, and we thank everyone
who purchased a ticket.

2024 Calendar is Now Available!

The theme for Pittsfield Historical Society’s
2024 calendar is Hotels, Boarding Houses, Re-
sorts, Retreats, and Summer Camps.

During the 19" and first half of the 20" centu-
ries Pittsfield had an abundance of hotels,
boarding houses, resorts, and summer camps.
With 20 pictures, this calendar provides a
glimpse of life and follies of early Pittsfield.

The 2024 calendar is available at the museum,
town hall, and the library. You can also call or
text Fuzz Freese at 1-603-848-4488 to order a
copy. The cost is still $15.

Enjoy reading snippets of Pittsfield’s history
while supporting the Society! Avery Hotel
Broadway

Citizens of the Year

Congratulations to Leslie and Harry Vogt! They were se-
lected to be the 2023 Citizens of the Year. Moving to
Pittsfield in the early 1980s, both Leslie and Harry have
been actively involved as volunteers in numerous com-
munity organizations.

Thank you, Leslie and Harry!




