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Pittsfield, New Hampshire—The Gem of the Suncook Valley
Liz Dimmick, editor

Accessions

S

The Historical Society recently received an ex- e

quisitely detailed carving of the Pittsfield Dam g w . >
PITTSFIELD

and surrounding area from Catherine Peince. It
was carved by Ted Castle in 1920.

Hymn Board

Linden Cram donated a wooden hymn sign from the Advent Christian Church.
This sign is normally placed at the front of the church showing the page num-
bers of the current Sunday’s hymns. We also received some communion
glasses and an offering basket and bag from the Church.

Sue Bleckman donated a small decorative dish depicting the Soldier's Monument in Dustin Park. The initials
B.F. H. S. (Benjamin F. Hunt and Sons) are on the back of the plate. It was made for Stone, the Jeweler,
Pittsfield, NH, in Carlsbad, Austria, which is currently the Czech Republic.

Other current accessions include a Masonic Manual, second edition, published
by the Grand Lodge in 1889. It belonged to William W. Cram.

Another donation is a booklet titled, Mutual Aid Association of the Watchenoet " &
Tribe, No. 11. Improved Order of Red Men. Reorganized By-laws adopted | -
Tuesday, August 11, 1903.” ;

Historical Society’s Facebook Page

Have you seen it? The Society has a active Facebook
page. Please check it out to learn many interesting facts
and stories about Pittsfield.  Pittsfield NH History




Activities

Members and friends of the Historical Society
have been busy raising funds and having fun! Our
sincere thanks go out to all who volunteered to
help and to all who participated in the events. We
love and appreciate how our citizens support the
efforts of their Historical Society.

Old Home Day

Numerous people toured the museum during Old
Home Day, some for the first time! The Open
House volunteer hosts answered visitors’ ques-
tions but also heard a few interesting stories — the
kind that are available only from someone’s mem-
ories. In addition, other volunteers were at the His-
torical Society’s booth in Dustin Park, performing
the same duties and reaping similar rewards.

Craft Fair

Organized and overseen by the Society, the annu-
al Craft Fair, held during the weekend of the Sun-
cook Valley Rotary Balloon Rally, is one of our
major fund raisers! Although Mother Nature sent
rain the night before making Saturday morning
damp, the weather eventually improved and so did
everyone’s spirits.

Thirty vendors pre-registered for booths, and most
braved the rain to attend. They came from Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and as far
away as Rhode Island. Overall, it was a remarka-
bly successful day!

Raffle

Board Members sold tickets for the Historical So-
ciety’s 50/50 Raffle, another of our annual fund-
raisers. Tickets were available during the summer,
but the majority were purchased during Old Home
Day and the Balloon Rally. Congratulations to Rob
Garcia, the lucky winner!

Opportunities to Tour the Museum

The museum is now open on the second Sunday of
each month. Please join us between 1 and 4 pm.
However, if this doesn’t meet your needs, please call
the museum at 603-435-8004 to arrange a time. Re-
member, the museum is open most Tuesdays be-

tween 9 am and noon.

Dr. Harry Jackson Teets
Nurse Doris Drolet

2025 Calendar
From the Womb to the Tomb!

The Pittsfield Historical Society’s 2025 calendar, ti-
tled From the Womb to the Tomb, features a snap-
shot of Pittsfield’s professional community, primarily
in the health and medical arenas, and the men and
women who played a significant role in it.

From the establishment of birthing/maternity homes
and nursing homes, to the doctors and druggists,
nurses and undertakers, dentists and health officers,
Pittsfield boasts a remarkable history of catering to
the wellbeing of its residents and those of surround-
ing towns.

The calendar is available for $15 at the Town Hall,
the library, at the Museum at 4 Oak St., and by con-
tacting Fuzz Freese at 1-603-848-4488.

Dr. Forrest
Argue




Bartlett’s Department Store

The Store of Values and Convenience

Depot Street

Perhaps you remember Bartlett’'s Department Store? Open from 1936 to 1968, Bartlett's was located on
Depot Street on the currently vacant lot next to No Worry Storage and across the street from the current
site of the Pittsfield Players. Clarence and Christina Bartlett originally opened the 5 and 10 cents store in
Pittsfield. Ralph, their son, later purchased the building, and it remained Bartlett’'s Department Store until
he sold it to Henry Gray in 1968.

In the beginning, Ralph rented one-half of the store to Goodale’s Grocery, which later became Stinchfield’s
IGA. He also rented out an upstairs apartment.

Ralph was very cost conscious. Rather than use paper bags, he had large rolls of brown wrapping paper at
the counter. The clerks would wrap the items and tie everything with string. Ralph always insisted the
clerks separate items, treat them carefully, and keep them clean. He sold everything from hardware to un-
derwear.

Additionally, Ralph encouraged “upselling,” insisting the clerks ask if the customers needed anything else.
For example, someone who came in to buy paint would be asked if he needed brushes and any other relat-
ed items.

Ralph also embraced the new concept of “self-serve.” Usually, a store was set up with counters with a
clerk standing behind to serve the customers. A customer would tell the clerk what was wanted; the clerk
would produce the request from behind the counter or accompany the shopper to find the item elsewhere
in the store.

When Ralph remodeled, he re-
moved the counters and put up a
sign, “Come in and Browse.”

When renters moved from the
upstairs apartment, Ralph put all
the toys upstairs. At Christmas,
people could go upstairs to shop.
Later he moved the toys to the
basement. He also did a tremen-
dous layaway business. People
would pick out toys, which Ralph
would put aside, and pay for them
over a period of time—usually
until Christmas Eve.

Since the store’s wood floors
would dry out and squeak, they
-] needed to be oiled annually. Eve-

8l ry New Year's Day, Ralph and his
children would go to the store and
oil the floors so they would be dry
on the following day! Ralph Bart-
lett was a savvy businessman.

Bartlett Department Store
Depot Street



Pittsfield
Gem of The Suncook Valley

While checking the file cabinets for duplication of an item, | found a file folder marked “Pittsfield.” It contained
a delightful compilation of various articles written about early Pittsfield. After perusing the assorted items, |
thought | would share one with you.

Published in 1906 by the Pittsfield Board of Trade, the booklet, Pittsfield, New Hampshire, has pictures and
descriptions showing the advantages of living or working in Pittsfield.

Description of Pittsfield: “...the town of Pittsfield has been pronounced by tourists and visitors a spot rarely
equalled(sic) in natural advantages...” “Surely, Nature has dealt bountifully with the town in bestowing upon it
so many of her substantial benefits.”

Here are some of the benefits described:

“A Thrifty Business Center. Pittsfield Village, which contains about two thirds of the town’s twenty-
five hundred inhabitants, has all the essential features of a lively New England town. The Suncook Valley
Branch of the Boston and Maine Railroad winds through the town along the river, affording transportation fa-
cilities and bringing the town within a three-hour ride of Boston. Six trains pass through each day—three in
each direction—making it convenient for the Pittsfield business man (sic) to take a trip to Boston and have
several hours in the city.”

“Religious and Educational. In the matter of religious advantages, Pittsfield offers to its inhabitants
much which is morally uplifting and spiritually inspiring. There are seven churches, several of which are repre-
sented by large memberships and strong organizations.”

“Pittsfield has more than a common right to feel a just sense of pride in her public schools; for no town
of equal population within the limits of the Granite State can point to the names of a larger number of its
youth, who, during the past fifteen years, have been graduated from its schools into higher institutions of
learning.”

These few paragraphs echo the pride we still feel for Pittsfield, more than 100 years later. That pride is just
one of the reasons | enjoy working at the museum. Stop by sometime and let us share with you the stories
and the histories that have shaped our town,

Liz Dimmick
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