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Accessions 

A resounding “thank you” goes out to Paul Bartlett for his generous 
donation of an exquisite urn-shaped sample of his own handcrafted 
woodturning.  
 
Paul is a native of Pittsfield and graduated from PHS in 1958. He 
spent four years in the Air Force, then was employed as an airframe 
repairperson. He also worked at Eastman Kodak as a sheetmetal 
fabricator, working on aerospace projects for the government. Paul 
currently resides in Englewood, Florida. 
 
Upon his retirement, Paul followed his love for woodworking, mak-
ing and selling furniture for 12 years. In 2002 he started woodturn-
ing and is still following his passion at the age of 84. 
 
Paul’s donation includes a beautiful, full-color volume filled with 
photographs of some of his amazing artistic works in wood. Please 
stop by to see both items currently on display. 

 

Woodturning by Paul Bartlett 

Newsletters 
 

As a method to communicate, many organizations, people, and towns produce newsletters. For example, the 
Historical Society provides one containing news and events of the organization, and Pittsfield Post, recently 
started in 2019, prints one with town events and activities, opinion letters, and information on aspiring candi-
dates for town offices.  
 
However, on February 5,1848, children of the Jenness and Norris families produced a four-page newsletter, 
titled The Honey Bee. It was “Devoted to truth, knowledge and amusement” and the cost was “$2.00 for an-
nual in advance.”  “As will be perceived by our readers and patrons, we have employed as a vignette the 
industrious bee.”  In this issue, there was a poem honoring the bee, a story on perseverance, and the difficul-
ties of a farmer.  

A copy of this handwritten newsletter is available at the museum. Although faded and sometimes washed 
out, the information and stories are a tribute to the children of the Jenness and Norris families. 
Thanks to Denise Robinson for this information. 

Historical Society’s Facebook Page 

Have you seen it?  The Society has a active Facebook page.  
Please check it out to learn many interesting facts and stories 
about Pittsfield.     Pittsfield NH History 



 

 

 

Y.W.C.A Camp Turned to She-She-She Camp 
 
In the last issue of the Historical Society’s newsletter, there was a brief article on the Jenness Bungalow, a 
“Vacation Home for Girls,” located on Concord Hill Road. Denise Robinson, Granite Image, was intrigued 
and found information on the New Hampshire District Y.W.C.A. camp located at Winsunvale Orchards.  
 
Governor John Winant purchased Winsunvale Orchard in 1930. Shortly after, Constance Winant announced 
plans to use it as a YWCA camp. Winsunvale Orchards had 115 acres, a pond, tennis courts, a bowling al-
ley, recreation hall, flower gardens and a 12-room house with 14 additional guest rooms. 
 
The camp operated between July 6 to August 17, 1931, and was opened to girls between twelve and eight-
een. A girl could attend from one to six weeks, but at least two weeks were recommended. The cost was 
$9.50 a week ($10.00 for out-of-state residents). The registration fee of $1 would be applied to the first 
week. There were also special weekend rates for business girls. 
 
The girls were encouraged to bring a sweater, heavy shoes, rubbers, bathing suit and shoes, knickers, mid-
dy blouses, soap, towels, washcloths, mirror, and bathrobe. “Kodak, flashlights, costumes and musical in-
struments always desirable.” Some of the activities included swimming, handicrafts, campcraft, dramatics, 
life-saving tests, nature study, boating, and music. 
 
I couldn’t find a follow-up on the YWCA camp and if many girls attended. Remember, this was the early 
years of the Great Depression and how many could afford the fees. However, I did find information in the 
History Magazine (February/March 2008) and on their website about “She-She-She Camps.” 
 
Many of you are familiar with the Civilian, Conservation Corps (CCC) established for men during the depres-
sion. Two and one-half million men participated. But the jobless woman was ignored. Women hid their pov-
erty because of shame and hopelessness. Eleanor Roosevelt was aware of this poverty and initiated She-
She-She Camps to help women. By the summer of 1934, 28 She-She-She Camps were up and running in 
26 states and the District of Columbia in abandoned school buildings, summer hotels, country clubs and es-
tates. Girls got $25 a month in salary and $15 from that salary went to the program for room and board. 

Pittsfield, N.H., had the first She-She-She Camp in New England at Winsunvale Orchards, the estate of Gov. 
John Winant.  Fifty-four enrollees stayed for four weeks. They came from families receiving some form of 
relief, between 18 and 25 and in normal physical and mental health.” By October 1, 1937, all She-She-She 
Camps in the United States were closed. 
 
Again, I couldn’t find any information on how long Winsunvale Orchards was a She-She-She Camp. But it is 
a glimpse into Pittsfield’s history. Liz Dimmick 

 

Women Putting on a Play about 
Robin Hood  

 
Winsunvale  Orchards 

https://suncookvalley.com/pittsfield/2014/3_19_14/index.htm
https://suncookvalley.com/pittsfield/2014/3_19_14/index.htm
https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/tragic-love-affair-former-nh-gov-john-winant-sarah-churchill/


Post 29, G.A.R. 
 

In organizing the files, a never-ending project, Dave Palmer, a new member of the Tuesday Morning Crew, 
found a poem written on February 20, 1914. It is dedicated to Willard K. Cobb Post 29, G.A.R. and written by 
Jennie S. Cowie. 
 
There had been a tragic fire at the Grand Army Hall which destroyed the old hall and most of Pittsfield’s Civil 
War memorabilia. This poem was written to encourage people to give money or help to rebuild the hall. 
   
Here are some selected  stanzas to highlight the eloquence of this early poem. If all fund-raising could be  
approached like this... 
 
It was on a clear, cold moonlight night, 
    In the Winter time of the year, 
The fire bells rang just after one; 
   ‘Tis the Grand Army Hall, I hear. 
 
…But all in vain they had done their best, 
    And the hall went down like a soldier at rest. 
 
Let us then be up and doing, 
    There’s no time for vain regret 
We have to build another Hall 
    Before it is too late. 
 
So if you feel like giving, pray give it to the living 
    Don’t wait until they go beyond recall; 
For the men who are dead, and likewise the living, 
    Were heroes one and all. 
     
 
 
 
 
The fundraising was successful, and a Colonial Revival style 
commercial building was erected. It was the first building in 
town to have a slanted floor made specifically for showing 
"moving pictures."  
 
In 1925 when Grand Army of the Republic membership de-
clined, the building was sold to the American Legion. Several 
patriotic organizations continued to meet on the upper floors 
and the G.A.R. Theater on the first floor was renamed the Lib-
erty Theater.  
 
In 1937 the building was sold again, and the Theater was re-
named The Scenic. Movies ceased in 1991, and since that 
time the building has been the home of the renowned Pittsfield 
Players 
     
 
 

Looking up Depot Street  
G.A.R. building 
August 1906 

Home of the Pittsfield Players 



 Opportunities to Tour the Museum 
 
The museum is now open on the second Sunday of each month. (Weather permitting.) Please join us be-
tween 1 and 4 pm. However, if this doesn’t meet your needs, please call the museum at 603-435-8004 to ar-
range a time. Remember, the museum is open most Tuesdays between 9 am and noon.  Here is the Sunday 
schedule for the remainder of the year. Please note, we will not be open on Sunday in September.. 

Sundays:  April  13  July  13    Oct. 12 

  May  11   August  10   Nov. 9 

  June  8   Sept. 13 ( Sat. Old Home Day)  Dec. 14 

New Volunteers! 
 

Welcome, to three new members of the Tuesday Morning Crew. 
 
Dave and Cathy Palmer and Scott Ward have recently volunteered to join us on Tuesday mornings, a wel-
come addition of new blood, new eyes, and new ideas. The prospect of extra hands on a regular basis has 
allowed us to embark upon the complex project of incorporating a large number of files, photos and items 
from the home of Larry Berkson, the Society Historian. Scott, Cathy and Dave are now sorting and rearrang-
ing our document archives to accommodate these new-to-us materials and make them accessible for future 
research.  
 
Many thanks for the help, and welcome aboard! 

Future Events and Activities 
 

Spring brings sunshine, warmth, flowers, and WEEDS! Lyman Park will be the center of activity again this 
spring with weeding, planting, and mulching. We will be looking for volunteers to help with this yearly project 
to create the colorful garden in the heart of Pittsfield. Hope you can join us! 
 
Summer is the time when the museum comes out of hibernation and will offer various educational, informa-
tive, and fun programs which are free and open to the public. This year, some programs will highlight the his-
tory and progress of other community organizations and institutions that give Pittsfield the wonderful small-
town community feeling. More information will be available. We welcome everyone to attend these entertain-
ing events. 
 
The yearly Balloon Rally is an opportunity for Pittsfield to “show off” since people come from all over the 
Northeast and beyond to experience the anticipation of the balloons floating—or not floating—into the sky. 
The Historical Society will also participate this year by facilitating the annual craft fair. Numerous crafters will 
set up their booths to sell their wares. The craft area is as colorful as the balloons. Please wander by and see 
the unique items that are available. 
 
The summer is not complete unless there is an Old Home Day with the parade, booths, and greetings of 
friends. The Historical Society will have a booth to greet friends, neighbors, and visitors and to answer ques-
tions. The museum will also be open that day for visitors. If you haven’t seen the museum, please join us to 
see the many historical artifacts.  
 
And, of course, we will be selling Raffle tickets during the summer. The money raised will support the muse-
um’s activities and  pay for the “behind the scenes” cost of operating a museum. This is a major fund-raising 
activity for the Historical Society, so I hope you buy some tickets. You may be the winner! 


