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Accessions 

 

The 2023 Annual Report is now available. This year’s 
report honors William “Bill” Provencal, a current and 
long-time board member who has participated in al-
most every facet of the Society. The dedication to Bill 
highlights not only his involvement with the Historical 
Society, but also his involvement with the town. 
 
The Annual Report also provides an overview of the 
museum’s activities, projects, programs and the Histo-
rian’s Report, as well as lists of recent accessions and 
numerous articles available for sale.  Concord and Montreal Railroad 

Thanks to Sally Ladd Cole, the museum received 
a series of Right of Way and Track Maps of the 
Concord and Montreal Railroad, which was oper-
ated by the Boston and Maine Railroad.  These 
Right of Way and Track Maps show different por-
tions of the route traveled by the Concord and 
Montreal Railroad. This series of maps was re-
vised in 1924.  

The photograph included in this newsletter is fad-
ed and doesn’t show the names, places, and de-
tails, but it is interesting to examine the original 
documents. 

After the holidays, acquisitions slowed, as they 
often do, and the Tuesday Morning Crew has 
been busy indexing current items on display that 
were not previously recorded. They have also 
been busy scanning and filing numerous photo-
graphs. We have an almost endless supply of 
pictures that need to be catalogued. 

2023 Annual Report 

William “Bill” Provencal 
Enjoying his visit to the  Alps 

Opportunities to Tour the Museum  

The museum is now open on the second Sunday 
of each month. Please join us between 1 and 4 
pm. However, if this doesn’t meet your needs, 
please call the museum at 603-435-8004 to ar-
range a time. Remember, the museum is also 
open most Tuesdays between 9 am and noon. 

It is also available on the Historical Society’s web-
site:  www.pittsfieldhistory.com 

Historical Society’s Facebook Page 

Have you seen it?  The Society also has a popular-
Facebook page.  Please check it out to learn many 
interesting facts and stories about Pittsfield.  Pitts-
field NH History 

 



 

 

 

The museum is very fortunate to have an oil painting, 
Stagecoach, Night Scene: “A Late Arrival,” painted in 
1891 by Charles T. B. Knowlton.  Mr. Knowlton, born 
in 1833, was a Pittsfield native who owned a 72-acre 
farm in South Pittsfield, and a building on Broadway. 
He married Eleanor Norris of Pittsfield in 1859. 
 
Mr. Knowlton was a carriage painter and Head Deco-
rator for the Abbot-Downing Coach Company in Con-
cord for 43 years.  He rarely painted scenes; however, 
the Society claims one of the few in existence. It was 
generously donated by Michael Hill, in 2013.   
 
Over decades, grime and dust darkened the painting’s 
surface until it was difficult to see.  A grant from the 
Globe Community Fund and various other donations 
provided the monies to have the painting professional-
ly cleaned and restored.  Martha Cox, Greatworks 
Painting Restoration, was selected to do the restora-
tion, and it is now completed.  As a night scene, the 
painting is naturally dark, but now various details can 
be seen and appreciated. 
 
The painting will be on display in the museum’s meet-
ing room before it is placed in its permanent location.  
Please stop by soon to see this very special piece.  
 
The museum is open the second Sunday of each 
month from 1 to 4 pm and most Tuesday mornings 
from 9 am to noon.  If the flag is flying, the museum is 
open. 

Scavenger Hunt 

In February, the museum was the hunting field of 
a youth-oriented Scavenger Hunt. Held in con-
junction with the school’s Winter Festival, it was 
an opportunity for youth of all ages to visit the mu-
seum.   
 
We hosted some youth, toddlers, and parents who 
helped to search for various displayed items scat-
tered throughout the museum. 
 
Thanks to board members Jaime Koladish and 
Kim Diomede, we were able to attract some future 
historians! 

Stagecoach, Night Scene: “A Late Arrival” 

A small detail of the “Stagecoach, Night Scene: 
Late Arrival” Future Program at the Historical Society 

Music in Pittsfield:  Past and Present 
Wednesday, May 8th 

6:30 pm 
Pittsfield Historical Society 

4 Oak Street 
   

Please join us for a look into Pittsfield’s musical    
history and the making of music, here in Pittsfield,    

today! 
 

Presented by Levi Gallup, Historical Society Board 
member, and Brian Combs, owner of Rocking Horse 

Studio 
 
Levi Gallup will explore Pittsfield’s rich musical histo-
ry from choirs to local bands—past and present.  

Brian Combes, an award-winning producer, songwrit-
er, musician, and owner of Rocking Horse Studio, 
located in Pittsfield, will provide an overview of cur-
rent musical scenarios occurring here in Pittsfield. 
Rocking Horse Studio opened in 2008 and is a re-
cording destination for acts and artists from all over 
the world. 


