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Accessions 

Many thanks to John 
Cotton for donating the 
jacket he wore when 
sulky racing at the 
Pittsfield Fairgrounds. 
He wore this in the late 
1940s and early 1950s. 
 
The gathering of farm-
ers to display their pro-
duce and livestock was 
held in 1810, and gath-
erings of farmers con-
tinued throughout the 
years.  
 
However, it was in 

1925 that an actual fair was held. As part of that 
fair, numerous sulky horse races vied for part of the 
$1,100 total purse. Racing continued until 1947. 
Racing was cancelled in 1948 because of rain and 
there was no racing held in the last year of the fair 
in 1949. 
 
The Pittsfield fairgrounds were located near the cur-
rent Dunkin Donuts on Route 28. The Museum has 
many artifacts pertaining to the Fair, including the 
starter’s bell, photographs, and a display of ribbons. 
Additionally, the canopy over the kiosk at Lyman 
Park, on Carroll Street, is a replica of the starter’s 
stand roof that once stood at the Fairgrounds. 
(Information on the fair was found in Pittsfield’s 
Agricultural Fair, written by Larry Berkson and 
available for sale at the Museum.)  

 

Historical Society’s Facebook Page 

Have you seen it?  The Society has a active Face-
book page.  Please check it out to learn many inter-
esting facts and stories about Pittsfield.     Pitts-
field NH History 

 

This abacus has a sto-
ry!  It was given to the 
Historical Society by 
Michelle Coombes who 
retrieved it from Deana 
Treasures on Depot 
Street.  It was originally 
used in the  Memorial 
School, currently the 
police station.  

 However, we also 
found out that some-
time in its history, it 
was used as a decora-
tive towel rack. 

Who knows what stories it could tell! 

Lyman Park 

Thanks again to Pleasant View Gardens and Jeff 
Huntington for the donation of the colorful plants 
found in Lyman Park. Jeff has donated flowers 

since the dedication of 
Lyman Park in 2000!  
 
Also, thanks to the volun-
teers who spent an even-
ing preparing the grounds 
after the winter in prepara-
tion for spring planting, 
and to the volunteers who 
spent Saturday morning 
planting the flowers. 
 
Lyman Park is the begin-
ning of the 1.5-mile Histor-
ic Trail which highlights 35 
historic locations through-
out the town. 
 



 

 

 

On Saturday May 31,  
I was joined by Art Laro, 
Lester Baker, and Paula 
Belliveau to apply an 
annual cleaning treat-
ment to the Thyng Me-
morial. Lester Baker 
restores historical mon-
uments for a living and 
is a wealth of 
knowledge. He and his 
team did a big job at the 
Thyng Memorial two 
years ago giving it a 
much-needed deep cleaning. He informed us after 
that if we treat the memorial with a solution called 
D2, we can stay on top of any mold, lichen, or un-
wanted growth. He very graciously offered to as-
sist us this year and give us some much-needed 
pointers! A big thank you to Lester for sharing his 
time and wisdom, Art Laro for your support and 
ladder holding, and to Paula Belliveau for supply-
ing the water needed. A team showed up and the 
work was done! 
 

Jaime Koladish  

Thyng Memorial 

Cleaning Celebrating 20 Years! 

The memorial honoring Brigadier General Harrison 
Thyng was originally dedicated in 2004 with keynote 
speaker General (Ret.) Ronald Fogleman, former 
U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff.  The ceremony includ-
ed a military band and American Legion color guard, 
as well as flyovers by a vintage aircraft and several 
F-16 jet fighters. 
 
A 1939 graduate of the Army ROTC program at the 
University of New Hampshire, Harrison Reed Thyng 
obtained his wings and commission in the Army Air 
Corps on March 23, 1940.  He was promoted to 
Brigadier General by President John F. Kennedy in 
1963.  By the time his 27-year military career ended, 
Harrison Thyng was a triple ace fighter pilot and had 
been awarded 57 combat decorations, including the 
Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Pur-
ple Heart, and France’s Croix de Guerre. 
 
The Pittsfield Historical Society plans to celebrate 
the 20th Anniversary of the Thyng Memorial Dedica-
tion in August.  Additional details will be published as 
soon as they are finalized  

Welcome Third Grade Students! 

Students from two third-grade classes at Pittsfield 
Elementary School recently toured the Museum. 
They followed part of the Historic Trail and either 
started or ended the Trail at the museum. While 
there, we discussed Pittsfield’s early history and 
learned the importance of the family Bible in re-
cording births, deaths, and marriages. John 
Cram’s Bible was on display as an illustration. 
They also had a brief history of the Museum’s 
location since it was originally the site of John 
Cram’s home. 
 
As part of their classroom assignment, they were 
asked to interview people from Pittsfield and rec-
ord their recollections of Pittsfield. Some students 
related their interviews. 
 
In culminating their visit, they participated in a 
visual scavenger hunt that led them to various 
displays in the museum. When they located an 
item, they received a printed explanation and/or 
the history of that item that could be used for fu-
ture discussions. 
 
The museum was a “living museum” on that day! 

Music in Pittsfield—Past and Present 

Many thanks to Levi Gallup, a board member, and 
Brian Coombs, owner of Rocking Horse Studio, for 
presenting a wonderful program on the importance 
of music in Pittsfield.  

Levi, with great graphics, highlighted the many cho-
ral groups and bands that were previously promi-
nent. Brian described his journey, bringing his busi-
ness from Manchester and establishing a studio on 
Upper City Road. We also had a glimpse of the 
many talented musicians who have visited this stu-
dio in Pittsfield. 


