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Pittsfield, New Hampshire—The Gem of the Suncook Valley
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Accessions

Antigue Scraper
The Historical Society recently accepted the dona-
tion of an antique road scraper that previously was
used by the Pittsfield Highway Department. This
large metal scraper is in relatively good condition
and already on display outside, on the Museum’s
grounds. Thanks to Jim Parker of Parker & Daugh-
ters for preparing and leveling the lawn for the dis-

play.

We hope you will come by soon for a look at this
impressive piece of antique machinery. If you recall
any history, photos, or stories regarding this equip-
ment, please contact the Society. We’re always looking for historical stories and memories.

Class of 1944
Many thanks to Ted Mitchell for providing the Society with detailed information about Pittsfield’s High School
Class of 1944. His mother, Edith Jenkins Mitchell (February 27,1926 -October 18, 2019), was a member of this
class. She saved some wonderful pictures and the printed program for the 1944 graduation exercises, and she
provided various updates on her classmates, as well.

Mrs. Mitchell’s photos and nuggets of information will be added to our collection on Pittsfield graduates. The
Society Archives contain most of the Pittsfield High School yearbooks and many printed copies of school pro-
grams and activities, all available for perusal or research purposes.

Class Reunion 1974

Class Reunion 1957



First Congregational Church of Pittsfield
Celebrates 235" Anniversary
November 17, 1789 — November 17, 2024

The First Congregational Church on Main Street celebrated its 235" Anniversary on Nov. 17, 2024, its rich his-
tory beginning in September 1787. The Congregational Society met at the corn barn of Colonel John Cram,
who was the first settler in Pittsfield. Here, they deliberated, discussed, and planned for the spiritual welfare of
the people of the newly created town of Pittsfield. Members of the Society made plans for the regular preach-
ing of the gospel. Cram held services in his home as well as in his corn barn. On Nov. 17, 1789, a group of
ministers from Deerfield, Gilmanton, Loudon, and Pembroke as well as Hardwick, MA, gathered again at John
Cram’s house and formed a Council to create a new church. After looking to God by prayer for wisdom, the
Congregational Church of Pittsfield was duly organized, with the Congregational form of government, doctrine,
and discipline.

In 1787, members discussed building a meeting house and the building was framed in September. Many mem-
bers pledged building materials. Progress stopped in the winter and resumed in the spring. Building stopped
again only because the workers ran out of nails. There was talk about moving the frame closer to Chichester
so that both towns could pay for its use. It is thought that this suggestion stimulated people in Pittsfield to col-
lect enough nails to continue the work at the original location. The building was completed in 1789 and stands
now as the Pittsfield Community Center.

In December 1838, a church committee decided to purchase land for a new meeting house, to be located at
the top of Factory Hill, where the church stands today. The cost was $1,950, and the wooden structure was
completed in 1839. The old meeting house was sold for $1 and was used as a school and town house (hall).

In 1851 and again in 1871 the church was enlarged, and other repairs were made including reducing the size
of the pulpit, bringing it closer to worshippers. Disaster struck on Valentine’s Day in 1876, when the church
and building next door were consumed by fire. A month later the Congregational Society voted to build a new
church on the same lot. This one would be made of brick, with the water for the mortar coming from John
Cram’s well — the very one beside his corn barn. The new church, which cost $16,000, was dedicated on Feb.
13, 1877, one day short of the destructive fire the year before.

The history of the First Congregational Church intertwines with the history of Pittsfield; and if you ever have a
chance, visit the church to admire the architect and the wonderful stained-glass windows.

Church prior to 1890

Early Church Interior




The Jenness Bungalow

Once again, while | was researching the files at the museum, | found an interesting brochure on the Jenness
Bungalow, a Vacation Home for Girls. According to the brochure, it was a modern home on a hundred-acre
farm.

Here are some facts that | found interesting, and | hope you do, too:

The advertising that was used may be considered quaint today, but I'm sure it was enticing to those parents
seeking a vacation spot for their daughters. “A delightful high location amidst most beautiful scenery and
overlooking the green valley of the Suncook River—Catamount Mountain in the distance.”

“Our aim is to give our girls an ideal, instructive vacation on the farm with all outdoor activities, nature study,
games, hiking, bathing and a happy home feeling with good companionship.”

“The rooms are large and airy and provided with cot beds. Those desiring to sleep outside have comfortable
accommodations. The table will be provided with the best home-cooked food and meats. vegetables, milk,
cream, butter, eggs, berries, and poultry from our own farm.”

The girls, ages 8-18, were instructed to bring properly marked, comfortable clothing for outdoor sports in all
kinds of weather. Also, “A few automobile excursions to points of interest will be arranged and conducted by
competent chaperons. The Capital City—Canterbury Shaker Village—Lake Winnepesaukee—are near by.
Motor Trips to the White Mountains and the Sea Shore can be planned.”

All this for $21 per week. There were extra charges for Motor Trips, Basketry and Craft work, and laundry.

Sounds interesting, but here is my dilemma. Where was it? Correspondence was to be addressed to Mrs.
John Jenness, Concord Hill Road, Pittsfield. However, the brochure’s description stated it was just outside
the village of Pittsfield, on the Ossipee Boulevard, fifteen miles from Concord. Has anyone ever heard of the
Ossipee Boulevard? Could that be an old or local term for Rte. 28 or Concord Hill Road? Some other route?
Come on, lifelong locals. Help me out here.

Unfortunately, there is no date mentioned in the brochure. At the rate of $21 a week, and with the unfamiliar
location description, | am well assured that the brochure is not a recent publication. If you have any infor-
mation or memories of the Jenness Bungalow, please contact the museum. | am interested in learning more
about this Vacation Home for Girls.

Liz Dimmick

Opportunities to Tour the Museum

The museum is now open on the second Sunday of each month. (Weather permitting.) Please join us be-
tween 1 and 4 pm. However, if this doesn’t meet your needs, please call the museum at 603-435-8004 to
arrange a time. Remember, the museum is open most Tuesdays between 9 am and noon. Here is the Sun-
day schedule for the first 6 months.

Sundays: January 12 April 13
February 9 May 11
March 9 June 8

Historical Society’s Facebook Page

Have you seen it? The Society has a active Facebook page.
Please check it out to learn many interesting facts and stories
about Pittsfield.  Pittsfield NH History




Old Home Week Auqust 17 — 21, 1901

The Annals of Old Home Week, 1901, contains many comprehensive descriptions and speeches delivered
during that week. This book was compiled shortly after the 1901 Old Home Week, so memories were fresh
and written copies of the speeches were readily available. It was a monumental task to accomplish this task,
but the townspeople of Pittsfield did a remarkable job. | would like to share some of these stories with you.

On Saturday evening, August 17, to herald the start of the week, “...one of the most inspiring illuminations
took place that has ever been witnessed in the village. This was ushered in by a monster beacon fire on Cat-
amount mountain and companion fires on the prominent hilltops surrounding the town. But fully an hour be-
fore any artificial illumination occurred, nature gave one of her most gorgeous introductions in a sunset glory
that set the firmament aglow with a sheen of brightest crimson extending from the western horizon in the up-
per zenith.”

“At 8 o’clock, simultaneously with the igniting of the beacon fires, over five hundred red-fire torches, known
as ‘owl lights,” were lighted by the residents of the town, while fireworks were set off in many parts of the vil-
lage. The entire illumination of the town, as seen from the surrounding hills, was the most beautiful spectacle
of the kind ever observed in this community,”

Can you imagine seeing that now?

Another scene that captured my attention was the banquet served on Wednesday, August 21, after the dedi-
cation of the Josiah Carpenter Library. Fifteen speeches honoring the opening of the library were presented
by various townspeople and visiting dignitaries. After these speeches, you can imagine people were hungry
and ready to sit down.

This banquet was organized by a committee chaired by Mr. John T. Harvey. “...the townspeople, with their
proverbial generosity on such occasions had provided a superabundance of luscious viands, which were
served in as prompt and systematic a manner as would have done credit to the best hotel of the land.”

Two lines of tables extending the entire length of the park (Dustin Park) from the Main Street sidewalk to the
area in front of the Free Baptist Church were set. According to the record, approximately 2,000 people were
served. After the banquet, people were able to tour the new library. The final afternoon was dedicated to ap-
proximately fourteen speeches, poems, and prayers.

Because of this successful and extensive endeavor, there was a resolution passed by the Board of Admin-
istration. “Resolved, That as a sign of our appreciation of the many valuable services of Mr. Lovejoy, as sec-
retary of the board, these resolutions be printed in The Annals of Old Home Week, and thus made a matter
of permanent record.” This was signed by Hiram A. Tuttle, President, for the Board of Administration, Sep-
tember 23, 1901.
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