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Pittsfield, New Hampshire—The Gem of the Suncook Valley
Liz Dimmick & Bill Provencal, co-editors

Accessions

Thanks to Joan Bender Wetzel for donating the Catalogue for Pittsfield Public Schools from November 1826.
This wonderful document lists the officers, instructors, and students. In addition to listing the students’ names,
it also lists their hometown and their current lodgings in Pittsfield.

She also donated a picture, signed by J.B. Bachelder, of a view of Pittsfield from Concord Hill. Other items
included some small commemorative plates and various postcards.
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Pittsfield Public School Pittsfield—Viewed from Concord Hill
1826 Catalogue of Officers,
Instructors and Students
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Pittsfield’s Historic District

Thanks to Harry Vogt for presenting a highly informa-
tive and interesting program on Pittsfield’s Historic Dis-
trict. Did you know that Pittsfield was declared a Bicen-
tennial Town in 1976, and then in 1980 the downtown
area was designated a National Historic Site? This
designation was approved by the State’s Division on
Historical Resources of the National Park Service.

The western edge of the Historic District is at the loca-
tion of John Cram’s home, later the location of the
Washington House, on Factory Hill. This building
burned, and the land became a beautiful garden devel-
oped and maintained by the town’s Beautification
Committee. Currently, the garden has been replaced
by the new Pittsfield Historical Society Museum. The
eastern boundary of the Historic District is the Congre-
gational Meeting House, constructed in 1789. This
building, at 74 Main Street, has gone through numer-
ous renovations; however, its original structure re-
mains visible. It is currently the Community Center.

Some facts that make Pittsfield special and helped
earned its designation as an historic district: diverse
land with water, timber, agriculture, and rolling hills;
little change to the buildings of downtown, most of
which were constructed in the 1700s and 1800s; nu-
merous examples of historical significance with the
second oldest mill in New Hampshire, a concentrated
commerce area, and some of the earliest examples of
corporate housing in the state. Also, Pittsfield was the
commercial and transportation hub of the valley. There
was an actual town center; it had large-scale manufac-
turing; and it had a railroad.

If you would like to know more about Pittsfield’s His-
toric District, this presentation may be viewed on the
Historical Society’s website: www.pittsfieldhistory.com

Main Street across from Washington House

Looking for a Holiday Gift?

The Pittsfield Historical 2023 Calendar makes a
wonderful giftt The 2023 calendar is a “Tour of the
New Museum” with 29 pictures depicting the vari-
ous displays.

Purchase your copy at Pittsfield Town Hall, Josiah
Carpenter Library, the Historical Society Museum
or call/text Fuzz at 603-848-4488. The cost is $15.
A wonderful snapshot of Pittsfield’s history!

Good News!

Additional Opportunities to Tour the
Museum!

Many of you have asked if the museum is opened
on the weekend. Starting in January 2023, the
museum will be opened on the second Sunday of
the month between 1pm and 4pm. However, if this
doesn’t meet your needs, please call the museum
at 603-435-8004 to arrange a time. Remember,
the museum is open most Tuesdays between 9
am and noon.

Annual Meeting

Pittsfield Historical Society’s annual meeting will
be held Tuesday, January 10, at 6:30pm. The
meeting will be held at the museum at 4 Oak
Street. All are welcome to attend. Handicap ac-
cessible ramp is available near the parking lot.

Union Block
Congregational Church
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Pittsfield’s Shoemaking Industry

In September, Bruce Graham presented a program on early shoemaking and demonstrated how a shoe was
originally made. Please visit our website to view a video of the program: www.pittsfieldhistory.com

This program piqued the interest to delve more deeply into Pittsfield’s shoemaking. Thanks to Larry Berkson
and his skills at finding historical references, here is an article written by Larry focusing on some interesting
facts on shoemaking in Pittsfield. Thank you, Larry!

There are two stories about the beginning of the shoemaking industry in Pittsfield. One is that it began in
1826 when Cotton Drake brought a shoemaker to town to teach his sons how to make shoes during the win-
ter season when farm work was relatively inactive.

The other is that James Johnson was the first. He had learned the trade in Massachusetts and brought home
some material and trained his children to make shoes. He lived on top of Catamount Mountain in what has
become known as the Davis-Sanderson Place.

In any event, the idea quickly spread to neighbors and soon numerous farmers were producing shoes. At
winter’s end, a teamster would gather them up and haul them to market in Haverhill or Lynn, MA. He would
return with cash which was used by the farmers for, among other things, seed for the spring planting.

A disaster occurred in 1865. Lewis Kimball, a teamster, collected shoes from the local farmers throughout the
day. In the evening he parked his loaded wagon in the stable at the Drake Hotel, located at the northeast cor-
ner of Main and Carroll Streets. He intended to leave the next morning and take the shoes to Massachusetts.
It was not to be. Later that night the hotel caught on fire and it quickly spread to the stable, burning both to
the ground. It was devastating for the farmers. They had spent all winter making shoes to help support their
farms, but all went up in flames.

Toward the end of the Nineteenth Century, factories began replacing shoemaking by individuals. In 1870, a
large three-story building was erected on Catamount Street and three shoe firms began operating in it, one
on each floor. The building remained there generally housing shoe operations until it was torn down in 1964.

Shoe Factory on Catamount Road
Taken in 1950s
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In 1879 a large shoe factory, known as “Riverside #1,” was constructed on Joy Street and occupied by the C.
B. Lancaster Company. Within a few months another building was erected east of it called “Riverside #2.”

Shoe Factories on Joy Street in 1885

Later, in 1908, while occupied by a wood novelty shop, it burned to the ground.

Novelty Shop Fire of 1908

In 1957 the shoe business on Joy Street was moved to a newly constructed building on Barnstead Road. Riv-
erside #1 was torn down in 1962. In the mid-1970s the Barnstead Road factory ceased operation making it
the last shoe operation in Pittsfield.

Commemorative Bricks

Honor someone by purchasing a commemorative brick to be
placed in the Historical Society’s patio on Main Street. The 4” x
8” brick may be engraved with 3 lines of 18 characters. Each
brick costs $100. A certificate replicating the wording on the
brick is available for an additional $15.

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

These bricks will be placed in the patio in the spring.

Thanks to everyone who has purchased a brick. Stop by in the
spring to see the patio and beautiful gardens surrounding it.




